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As Financial Literacy Month 2018 in the U.S. comes to a close, we want to highlight a few more champions of youth
financial education. As the KWHS Investment Competition illustrates (our Global Finale is this Saturday, May 5!),
creativity, experiences and hands-on learning can be effective ways to teach money concepts and prepare high school
students for making better decisions about their money.
So, for this story we turn to the U.S. state of Michigan – more specifically, Oakland County, where for the past seven
years county treasurer Andy Meisner has run a Financial Literacy Multimedia Art Contest for high school students.
Winners earn college scholarships and the chance to have their work displayed in the treasurer’s office. The champions
here are local government, educators and students, all coming together to embrace the importance of financial skills.
Michigan is one of several states in the U.S. that require students to learn about personal finance before they graduate.
Michigan students must take a half-year economics course in order to earn their diplomas. Meisner’s contest takes those
lessons to an entirely new level as students find creative ways to convey the underlying messages of financial education
through different mediums like drawings, photographs, water color paintings and videos.
Promoting financial literacy and education is a personal passion and primary focus of Meisner’s office. “Now more than
ever, our students must be equipped with the financial literacy skills they need to control their finances, instead of their
finances controlling them,” Meisner said. “My hope is that students can use their favorite art form to think in new ways
about money and finances, and that we can increase awareness of this critical area.”
This year, 24 students from nine different high schools won $9,500 in scholarship money. The grand prize winners who
received $1,000 each (art from who is featured in the montage image at the top of the page) included Seoyeon Koo, a 9th
grader from Rochester Adams High School who created a 2-D colored pencil drawing titled “Desperation to Dispense
Student Loans;” Emma Mackela, a 10th grader from Lake Orion High School who created “New Horizons,” a 2-D
colored pencil drawing; 11th grader Christine Cho of Rochester Adams High School who created “Welcome to the Dark
Side,” also a 2-D colored pencil drawing; and finally, Olivia Barone, a senior at Stoney Creek High School with her
video digital artwork, “Don’t Bet on Jet.” Student loans, debt, credit reports, savings: these concepts are all expressed in
creative and compelling ways. #LetsTalkMoney
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